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A- Introduction

Emirates long list of propagandists, PR experts has just added one more dodgy
character who thinks Emirates is the Oasis of freedom of expression and labour-
friendly spot. Mustafa Qadri who is the Founder and Executive Director of
Equidem Research and Consulting, is marketing himself as “a specialist in
human rights and labour rights investigative activist”. But in real terms, Mustafa
Qadri is neither activist nor a human rights defender. He is simply a capitalist
who is “pocketing” money from the Sheikhs of Dubai and Abu Dhabi whereby
he acts as their “human rights” front to attack Qatar or UAE foes. As per UK
Companies House Record, Qadri is a fraudulent and tax evasion character who
Is in court now for committing financial crimes against the Clydesdale Bank in
Scotland.

In this Investigative report we provide exclusive information about Qadri’s
UAE Links, size of UAE funding to his companies and organisations. The
report also provides comparative and statistical analysis of Qadri’s coverage of
human rights abuses in the Gulf region. The analysis is designed to measure the
credibility of Qadri and the motives behind that. This report also tracks his
financial activities in the UK and strive to expose his illegal money laundering
and tax evasion activities.

Its rather bewildering and puzzling to see the contradiction of Mustafa Qadri. In
one hand he claims to defend migrant workers in Gulf region, while in the other
hand is receiving direct funding from UAE government and its different
agencies. Qadri doesn’t operate under charitable status nor any advocacy
structure in the UK. He is a profiteer who is making a career by exploiting
migrant crisis in Gulf region. As we demonstrate in this report; Qadri using
UAE cash to run his company where he pumps it as “Capital” paid by company
shareholder.



Abu Dhabi Environment Network website publicly confirmed that Equidem has
received funding from UAE government and its strategic partners as shown in
the images below. A press release published in Arabic Language suggest clearly
that Qadri has received money from that network and strategic partners who are
government agencies or semi government entities.

The following excerpt is part of what Qadri said about his joint projects with
UAE governments. One can easily notice the “diplomatic” tone towards UAE
where he provides and advise and recommendations and applaud their good
record and intention.

Mustafa Qadri, CEO of Equidem Research & Consulting, said: "As the UAE
moves forward with the transition towards MM. In line with the highest
international standards, the most sustainable business has become an
opportunity for stakeholders within built environments to address issues related
to workers' well-being and improve their financial conditions. We all know that
there are thousands of workers in Dubai and other emirates working in the
construction and construction sector and other related sectors, sending valuable
remittances to their countries and learning important skills. Through the
capacity development program, we seek to empower these workers to know
their rights, educate employers and other stakeholders and provide them with
information and guidance to enhance workers' well-being and improve their
financial conditions, which is a key pillar of the establishment of sustainable
urban environments." Source: — i el il (o e Laial 4 5 pusal) Jaall cilas jlae zali 2 3|
b 5l 44 (abudhabienv.ae)
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Such tone are never seen in his statements towards Qatar, Saudi Arabi and
others. Why this sudden change of tone? Why has Qadri done nothing, or little
do advocate for the rights of migrant workers in UAE? Why Qadri’s
organisation spoke of nothing about slavery conditions of Indian, Pakistani,
Filipino and other Asian workers in Dubai? The hypocrisy and double standards
of Qadri are explicit and scandalous whereby he is not qualified to act or work
as human rights campaigner or defender.


https://abudhabienv.ae/2021/07/14/%d8%a5%d8%b7%d9%84%d8%a7%d9%82-%d8%a8%d8%b1%d9%86%d8%a7%d9%85%d8%ac-%d9%85%d9%85%d8%a7%d8%b1%d8%b3%d8%a7%d8%aa-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b9%d9%85%d9%84-%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%85%d8%b3%d8%a4%d9%88%d9%84%d8%a9-%d8%a7/
https://abudhabienv.ae/2021/07/14/%d8%a5%d8%b7%d9%84%d8%a7%d9%82-%d8%a8%d8%b1%d9%86%d8%a7%d9%85%d8%ac-%d9%85%d9%85%d8%a7%d8%b1%d8%b3%d8%a7%d8%aa-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b9%d9%85%d9%84-%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%85%d8%b3%d8%a4%d9%88%d9%84%d8%a9-%d8%a7/
https://abudhabienv.ae/2021/07/14/%d8%a5%d8%b7%d9%84%d8%a7%d9%82-%d8%a8%d8%b1%d9%86%d8%a7%d9%85%d8%ac-%d9%85%d9%85%d8%a7%d8%b1%d8%b3%d8%a7%d8%aa-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b9%d9%85%d9%84-%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%85%d8%b3%d8%a4%d9%88%d9%84%d8%a9-%d8%a7/

B- Who is Mustafa Qadri?

Mustafa Syed Qadri is an australian citizen of Pakistani origin who migrated
from Australia to the UK and previously worked in Pakistan in the field of
human rights research. In his early years as a human rights researcher, Mustafa
Qadri, did deliver various reports in the Gulf region in the capacity of being
“Gulf migrants’ researcher at Amnesty” and Pakistan researcher previously.

As Qadri started to make the headlines while working for these organizations,
the Emirates quickly started to use his services as the next “Master” of anti-
Qatar human rights reports. Upon an agreement with Emirates Sheiks, he
inaugurated his London based limited Company, “Equidem Research and
Consulting” which is a profit for company disguised under a charitable and
noble goal which is defending migrant workers and victims of human rights
violations. A considerable cash budget was allocated to Qadri between 2016 to
2022 exceeding $ 6 million to wage propaganda campaign against Qatar human
rights record and its efforts to host the world cup. The budgets were mostly used
in the Media relations field to circulate fake data, press releases on Qatar’s
world cup preparations.

Google Search results between 2010 to 2014 demonstrated how Qadri’s work
was focused on human rights abuses across many countries. Yet, Google search
results from 2016 can easily and evidently demonstrate how he was transformed
from a human rights defender into Emirati propaganda tool. In the below
section we take random samples on how Qadri advocacy for Asian migrant
workers worked. The random samples concluded that Qadri has just singled out
one country. He ignored human atrocities in UAE such as slavery of migrant
workers, daily deaths in the construction fields.

He also ignored discriminated in Kuwait, Bahrain and Oman whereby Asian
migrant workers are discriminated about. His disproportionate criticism of one
country and ignoring the others were alarming and indicated “political reasons”
behind his motives.

C- Statistical analysis of Mustafa Qadri’s work in Gulf Region

Qatar

1. Qatar pledge to protect stadium workers ahead of World Cup, Sky News,
Feb 2015

2. Mounting risk of World Cup built on abuse as Qatar fails to deliver
reforms, Amnesty, May 2015



3. Arrested for reporting on Qatar's World Cup labourers, BBC, May 2015

4. Qatar Claims No Migrant Workers Have Died for the World Cup. Could
That Be True?, Jun 2015

5. People on the move have human rights which require protection, Ohchr,
Sept 2015

6. Qatar slammed by rights groups over ‘cosmetic’ labour reforms, Middle
East Eye, Oct 2015
7. Armour: With no improvements for workers, FIFA must pull World Cup

from Qatar, Eu.Usatoday, Nov 2015

8. Five years of human rights failure shames FIFA and Qatar, Amnesty,
Dec 2015.

9. Amnesty: delay in Qatar labour reforms is ‘recipe for human rights
disaster’, Guardian, Dec 2015

10.The darker side of sport and human rights | Dec 2015, sportanddev.org

11.Amnesty International calls on FIFA to do more to end labor ..., DW,
Mar 2016

12.Qatar has built a football hub on the backs of abused workers - it is time
for Fifa to act, IB Times, Apr 2016

13.FIFA Commits to a Workers' Welfare Body, Theowp, Apr 2016,

14.Investigating conditions in Qatar migrant camps, Amnesty Youtube
Channel, Apr 2016

15.Amnesty International’s Qatar researcher, Mustafa Qadri, described the
labor camps in an interview as “‘rudimentary concrete buildings stinking
of sewage with dirty, appalling kitchens, and bathrooms which sometimes
don’t even have toilet doors or sinks, July 2016


https://www.sportanddev.org/en/article/news/human-rights-day-2015-darker-side-sport-and-human-rights
https://www.sportanddev.org/en/article/news/human-rights-day-2015-darker-side-sport-and-human-rights
https://www.dw.com/en/amnesty-international-calls-on-fifa-to-do-more-to-end-labor-abuse-in-qatar/a-19155935
https://www.dw.com/en/amnesty-international-calls-on-fifa-to-do-more-to-end-labor-abuse-in-qatar/a-19155935
https://www.dw.com/en/amnesty-international-calls-on-fifa-to-do-more-to-end-labor-abuse-in-qatar/a-19155935
https://www.dw.com/en/amnesty-international-calls-on-fifa-to-do-more-to-end-labor-abuse-in-qatar/a-19155935
http://theowp.org/fifa-commits-to-a-workers-welfare-body/
http://theowp.org/fifa-commits-to-a-workers-welfare-body/
https://news.vice.com/article/conditions-are-not-improving-for-qatars-desperate-world-cup-workers

16.Mustafa Qadri Speaks on Human Rights Abuses in Qatar, Yale Law
School, October 2016.

17.Qatar World Cup provides 'limited window' to improve migrant workers'
rights, Egypt Today, Mar 2018

18.Despite reforms, Qatar's migrant workers still fear exploitation, Reuters
September 2018.

19.Gulf labor rights researcher Mustafa Qadri said “kafala creates a power
dynamic where if you re abused or exploited by your employer, you feel
unable to say anything about it . Reuters September 2018.

20.GCC: Podcast highlights the plight of Nepali construction workers
during the pandemic; incl. non-payment of wages & forced labour,
Business-humanrights.org/Sept 2021

21.THE REALITY BEHIND THE KAFALA SYSTEM: HUMAN RIGHTS

VIOLATIONS FACED BY MIGRANT WORKERS IN THE GULF
REGION, Muslim Vibes, Sept 2021

22.Qatar deports migrant workers protesting alleged abuse before World
Cup, Washington Post, Aug 2022

23.Qatar deports workers who protested against unpaid salaries, Middle
East Eye, Aug 2022

24.Beckham faces backlash over video promoting Qatar amid questions over
its human rights record, ITV, Aug 2022

25.For Qatar's foreign workers, protesting can lead to deportation,
France 24, Sept 2022

UAE

1. UAE reforms ‘harsh' labour laws, October 2015, English.alaraby.co.uk



. South Asian migrant workers, including Indians, bear the brunt of Qatar
blockade, Agencies Aug 2017

. New report highlights labour rights abuses at Dubai’s Expo 2020,
Aljazeera, Feb 2022

Saudi Arabia

. Human Rights Advocates Warn: New Saudi Labour Laws Won't Address
Pandemic Misery for Migrant Workers, business-humanrights.org,
March 2021

. Saudi Arabia introduces new labor law; Equidem calls for an end to

systematic discrimination, Mar 2021
. Migrant workers in the Gulf, ABC Nov 2021

. Saudi Arabia is planning a futuristic city of clean energy and flying taxis.
Don't build it with abusive labor practices, CNN, July 2021

. OPINION: An opportunity for a cleaner, just Gulf is lost as COP26 ends,
Ruters Foundation, Nov 2021

Bahrain

Qadri made no press releases, articles or press statements criticising human
rights abuses of migrant workers. The country was rarely mentioned by his
organisation.

Kuwait

Qadri made no press releases, articles or press statements criticising human
rights abuses of migrant workers.

Oman

Qadri made no press releases, articles or press statements criticising human
rights abuses of migrant workers.



Egypt, Libya and other MENA Countries

Equidem failed to discuss or speak about slavery and human rights abuses in
these countries. Although the scope of this organization is crystal clear, Mr.
Qadri chooses to ignore such abuses against Asian workers in these countries as
per the conditional funding he gets from UAE. Qadri’s deafening silent was
clear when Libyans slavery scandal made public by CNN investigative report.

D- Equidem‘s Twitter Analysis

Our basic statistical research into Equidem’s Twitter account revealed that
Qatar was mentioned negatively in more than 95 tweets meanwhile UAE was
mentioned 25 times 20 of those tweets were advisory style to the Emirates
government meanwhile 5 tweets describing some human rights violations. Saudi
Arabia was mentioned 20 times at least half of them were critical. No tweets
against Bahrain, Kuwaiti, one Omani human rights violations. In fact out of the
1165 tweets published on their Official account; Qatar has the lion share of
negative criticism.

E- UAE Direct and Conditional Funding

UAE and Saudi efforts to undermine Qatar’s credibility on human rights field is
public. Both countries spared no effort to smear Qatar and hinder its work to
host World Cup 2022. The Guardian revealed that Lynton Crosby was offered
£5.5m to undermine 2022 Qatar World Cup. Whilst, Humanity United (Key
Partner for Amnesty and the Guardian) has obtained millions of dollars to attack
Qatar human rights record over the past 4 years.

It seems Qadri’s Equidem is not an exception whereby the UAE money
influence is very evident. Qadri’s bias is very obvious.

Documents obtained by Emirates Leaks revealed how the UAE recruited the
Australian-Pakistani activist Mustafa Qadri to work among its mercenaries in
order to whitewash Abu Dhabi's reputation and attack its political opponents.

The documents showed that Qadri was dismissed from Amnesty International in
2016 after working for several years as a researcher on the rights of migrant
workers in the Gulf at the international organization.



The documents confirmed that Qadri was dismissed after it was proven that he
was subject to an investigation on charges of receiving large financial bribes
from the Kingdom of Bahrain in order to avoid criticism of Manama and focus
in his work on attacking Qatar's hosting of the 2022 World Cup.

After his dismissal, Qadri established the "Equidem" organization for research
and consultancy, thanks to direct and indirect financial contributions from the

UAE to work among its mercenaries. A major funding chunk was paid by the

government through its sustainability and environment projects as reported in

Emirati media.

The “Equidem Research & Consulting” organization, led by Qadri, signed
several sponsorship contracts with Emirati-funded organizations, including
Humanity United Foundation, which has close ties to suspicious investments in
Abu Dhabi and receives organized funding from them, with the aim of inciting
against the State of Qatar.

The documents showed that the UAE paid financial commissions amounting to
tens of millions of dollars to those in charge of the Humanity United Foundation
for the purpose of publishing fabricated articles and reports against Doha.

F- Links with UAE-funded Humanity United
According to the documents, the contractual relationship between the UAE and
the Humanity United Foundation began in 2014, and that the foundation's work
strategy is mainly based on media incitement against Qatar until the end of the
2022 World Cup.

The documents showed that Humanity United is active in contracting with
human rights organizations and journalists with large sums of money provided
by the UAE, including stipulating an attack on Qatar and an attempt to offend it
and tarnish its image, and from these Qadri name emerged.

G- Public and Direct UAE Government Funding to Qadri
The documents also revealed that the “ Equidem” organization, led by Qadri,
concluded several contracts of sponsorship and cooperation with institutions
emanating from the Emirates Human Rights Lobby in Europe, which received
Emirati funding since 2015 to target Qatar until the end of 2022.

In addition, the documents showed Qadri's cooperation with Emirati institutions
in programs that claim to be dedicated to improving workers' rights, including a
program with huge Emirati funding through the Emirates Green Building
Council.

The project was launched by the Emirates Green Building Council in
partnership with HSBC Bank Middle East in cooperation with training partner


https://emiratesleaks.com/2021/06/%d9%85%d8%a4%d8%b3%d8%b3%d8%a9-humanity-united/?amp=1

Equidem and knowledge partner Multiplex. The program claimed that it aims to
support efforts to achieve the welfare of workers in line with the labor laws in
force in the UAE and the conventions of the International Labor Organization
ratified by the state.

Qadri recently made positive statements about the UAE in an attempt to
whitewash its image and wash its reputation, especially in light of the increasing
pace of international criticism directed against it against the background of the
workers' file.

In this regard, he stated during the signing of one of the UAE-funded
agreements that the UAE is "moving forward in the process of transformation
towards more sustainable business practices in line with the highest
international standards”, claiming that Abu Dhabi is keen to address issues
related to workers' well-being and improve their financial conditions.

Qadri pointed out that there are thousands of workers in Dubai and other
emirates working in the construction sector and other related sectors, so it is
important to enable these workers to know their rights and educate employers
and other concerned parties.



H- Funding via UAE NGOs
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5. Emirates Heritage Club,
6. Social responsibility of the countries of the Arab Gulf,
7. Ajman and the Forum for Social Responsibility

I- Tax Evasion in UK for Equidem Research and Consulting Ltd

Advanced company search

EQUIDEM RESEARCH AND CONSULTING
LIMITED

Company number 10204534

Follow this company | File for this company

Overview Filing history People Charges More

Registered office address
71-75 Shelton Street, London, England, WC2H 9JQ

The lack of transparency in Qadri’s work as well as his organisation is not
limited to his human rights advocacy efforts. It goes beyond that where his

finances and those of his organisation’ are also apparent. For the following
reasons.:

1- Equidem Research and Consulting Ltd Company number 10204534 is
incorporated in the UK as profit for company where the nature of the

Accounts Confirmation statement
Next accounts made up to 31 May 2022 Next statement date 26 May 2023
due by 28 February 2023 due by 9June 2023

Last accounts made up to 31 May 2021 Last statement dated 26 May 2022

Nature of business (SIC)

74909 - Other professional, scientific and technical activities not elsewhere classified



business is declared as “74909 - Other professional, scientific and
technical activities not elsewhere classified”. Whilst, in fact he does
nothing of such activities and alternatively carry out charitable and
advocacy activities that are supposed to be registered in charitable or
limited by guarantee entity.

2- His profit for company (not charitable but designed for generating profit)
has no physical existence in the UK whatsoever and don’t operate by any
means or shape in the UK. The address he is using is virtual address used
by more than 60,000 other UK based profit for companies. See the image
above captured from UK Companies House.

3- The company has sole director, Mr. Qadri and has no employees at all.

5 Debtors: amounts falling due within one year 2021 2020
£ £

‘Ttade debtors 84,048 62,982
Accroed imcome and prepayments 5,397 4,315
90,345 67,297

6 Creditors: amounts falling due within one year 2021 2020
£ £

Bank loans and overdrafts 10,591 16,848
VAT 2,087 4,470
Tvade creditors 25,324 14,974
Taxes and social security 4,694 |
Cther creditors 2,749 -
Loans from directors 7,238 4,596
Accruals 1,200 1,200
53,883 42,089

7 Creditors; amounts falling due atter more than one vear 2021 2020
£ £

Bank loans 16,094 26,136

8 Transactions with related parties

The amount owed to the related party is £7,238 (2020:£4.596).

9  Average number of employees /

During the year the average number of employees was 1 (2020: 1),

Mr. Qadri is also the director of the never-existing board. The company
which does a lot of work including research, media outreach, public

relations and many more activities don’t have a single staffer other than
the sole director, Mr. Qadri. This indeed raises a lot of questions on this



shell entity and the reason of its creation. The below images captured
from UK Company house, the filing of Equidem.

Item 5 of his accounts as shown above is very clear money laundering
activity as his company accounts include income from trade debtors at
84.948 in 2021 and 62.982 in 2020. In 2019, his debt from trade creditors
stood at 63,315 and 7,457.

In both years 2020 and 2021, Qadri the director pumped cash into the
company as shareholder and director. Although he can legally add cash to
his company in its early years, its very clear that adding cash every year
without showing any income raises a lot of questions about this source of
money which is apparently cash paid by UAE and its agencies in London
and Abu Dhabi. As shown in item 6 of them image above the company
kept making losses and acquire unjustified loans and debts.



6- The “dodginess’’ of Qadri and his company is beyond expectation where
he was cautioned and charged by court representative due to fraudulent
loan activities. Qadri obtained illegally loans for real estate purchase and
failed to pay the bank. Until this moment, Qadri has outstanding
payments to make for Clydesdale Bank in Scotland. Below are excerpts
of the Court cautions signed by Qadri upon receipt of relevant orders.

Company name: EQUIDEM RESEARCH AND CONSULTING LIMITED

Company number: 10204534
X7IDAKSM

Received for Electronic Filing: 09/11/2018

Details of Charge

Date of creation:  23/10/2018
Charge code: 1020 4534 0001

Persons entitled: CLYDESDALE BANK PLC (TRADING AS BOTH CLYDESDALE AND
YORKSHIRE BANK) (COMPANY NUMBER SC001111)

Brief description:
Contains fixed charge(s).

Contains floating charge(s) (floating charge covers all the property or
undertaking of the company).

Contains negative pledge.




DEBENTURE
dated lo /20/%

Name: Equidem Research and Consulting Limited
Company Number: 10204534
Registered Office: 71-75 Shelton Street LONDOM England WC2H 9J0

("the Company™)

in favour of:
Name: Clydesdale Bank PLC (lrading as both Clydesdale
Bank and Yorkshire Bank)
Company Number: SCo01111
Registered Office: 30 St Vincent Place, Glasgow, G1 2HL
Details for Notices:
Address: Business Fulfilment Team, 20 Merrion Way, Leeds LS2
BMZ
Fax: 0113 807 2359
Reference: 29834558/279723MA03/ (D
{"the Bank")
comprising:

Legal mortgages, fixed charges and floating charges (as detailed in Clause 2) over, in
aggregate:

the whele of the property, assets and rights {including uncalled capital) which are or may
from time to time while this Debenture is in force be comprised in the property and
undertaking of the Company.

("the Charged Assets")

in respect of:

All present and future obligations and liabilities (including without limitation all sums of
principal, interest and expenses) whether actual or contingent and whether owed solely or
jointly and whether as principal debtor, guarantor, cautioner, surefy, indemnifier or
otherwise {or the equivalent in any other relevant jurisdiction) of the Company to the Bank;
and in whatever manner and on any account.

("the Secured Liabilities™)

Other defined terms used in this Debenture are as set out in Clause 24.




29834558/279723MA03 D

DEBENTURE

by

Equidem Research and Consulting
Limited

in favour of
Clydesdale Bank PLC

(trading as both Clydesdale Bank and
Yorkshire Bank)

Date: ;J_s/rn/zwg'




